
 
COAST TO COAST REVISITED  
 INNER WHEEL DISTRICT 17  

OUR YEAR 2025/2026 

We are one of 28 Districts in Great 
Britain and Ireland with more than 

7000 members. We are 5 Clubs with about 100 
members spread across Devon: Barnstaple, 
Dartmouth, Exmouth, Okehampton and Torquay.   
Our clubs are the bedrock of Inner Wheel. To ʝnd out more look at 
https://innerwheel.co.uk/our-districts/ or email 
iwbarnstaple@gmail.com 
 
WE MAY BE A SMALL DISTRICT BUT WEɍVE BEEN VERY BUSY. Thank you to 

everyone who contributed to this Newsletter. 
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Orange the World is a 
United Nations campaign 
to eliminate violence 
against women and girls 
across the world.  

Inner Wheel has embraced 
this campaign across the 
world this year and in D17 
we have played our part.  

THE UNITED NATIONS work 

for  peace, dignity and 

equality on a healthy planet 

This Newsletter promotes our clubs but also shares a little of the wider 
experiences within our District and particularly those enjoyed at the 
ASSOCIATION CONFERENCE. It is a highlight of the year and was  

enjoyed by all of us who went to Llandudno in March. Please read our 
comments in the blue boxes and think about next year,  

12th - 14th April 2027 and the next Conference in CHELTENHAM!  

   Our Association 

President Pam with  

International President 

Kay (Australia) at the 

Association ConferenceΦ   

The logos represent our 

Presidentsô messages for 

this year 2025/26. 
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All our activities promote friendship, supporting each other and raising 
money for those who need it to improve their lives and aspirations. This 
is relevant both for our clubs' members, the speakers we choose at our 
meetings and also for those we support through our volunteering and 

fundraising. SEE MORE INFORMATION ON PAGES 16 and 17. 
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 OUR DISTRICT 2025/6  
 

After a Social Get-Together in September and a business 

meeting in October, President Deirdreɍs Rally combined 

Association President Pamɍs visit, with our traditional  

fundraising stalls and Christmas Lunch. It was also the ʝrst 

day of the Orange the World Campaign, to support the 

elimination of violence against women and we walked to the 

Agatha Christie seat from the Livermead House Hotel. Thank 

you Torquay for hosting the Rally and also Ɍbookingɍ the 

sunshine - a special day! 
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OUR DISTRICT 17  OFFICERS        

/ƘŀƛǊƳŀƴ ς 5ŜƛǊŘǊŜ {ǘŜǿŀǊǘ            Member of Council - Gay Ross 

               {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅκ9ŘƛǘƻǊ ς  WǳƴŜ ¢ŀƳƭȅƴ 
¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊ ς tŀǘ .ǳƴŎƘ 

LƴǘŜǊƴŀǝƻƴŀƭ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ /ƘŀƛǊƳŀƴ - WŜŀƴƴŜǧŜ 5ƻƳƳŜǧ 
aƛƴǳǘŜ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ - {ǳŜ bŀƛƭŜ 
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D17 Past Presidents meet up for a 

social lunchɉanother enjoyable 

occasion.  

     Our District Chairman or her 

representative visit  D13 (London), 

D20 (Somerset +) and D129 

(Cornwall +) particularly for our 

Rallies on a regular basis, either in 

person or in the case of D13ɍs 

International Rally by Zoom!  

     During the year President 

Deirdre has visited all our clubs, 

talking about herself and her Inner 

Wheel Journey. Everyone has 

enjoyed these visits.  

 

  

 

Her Charity is the Ronald McDonald 

House in Bristol. The hospital there 

is where very poorly children from 

all over the South West often need 

treatment and the charity supports 

the families, alongside the children 

who are ill, when they stay in 

Bristol. 

When Deirdre visited us all she also set the clubs a challenge by giving us two 

sets of biscuit cutters! These were to help raise funds and also a little compe-

tition to Ɍadd toɍ the AGM in June! Over to us all to have a go and these were  

a couple of the exceptional results from Bridget Kettle and Jane Arens and 

special Maryɍs Meals biscuits by Lesleyɍs husband David!  



OUR D17 SPRING MEETING -  

SKITTLES, DARTS AND A QUIZ 

FOLLOWED BY LUNCH AND OUR 

BUSINESS MEETING.  

Thank you Exmouth for all your 

hard work. Report by Exmouth 

President Iris 

On 17th March, our club organised the skittles at 
the Waie Inn, which was a great success. 4 
members stayed over the night before. It was 
quiet until around 7pm when up to a 100 Young 
Farmers arrived to enjoy a rather noisy sporting 
evening! Our rooms werenôt close enough to be 
disturbed. 

    After a leisurely 
breakfast 3 more 
members from our club 
arrived along with 
members  from all our 
other clubs.    
    Sue Naile, Gerry 
Creed and Brenda Kirby 
organised the skittles 
teams, gave out quizzes 
and encouraged darts 
players, (both won by 
Barnstaple)  while 
Sarah, Sue T, Geraldine 
G and myself formed our team. We were surprised to be in 
the ʝnal but lost valiantly to Torquay. After lunch, we 
listened to all the Executive and our Club reports. 
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 Barnstaple - President Sue Smith 

I am very pleased to share what we have been doing in our club, this 
year. CEO Stephen Roberts of North Devon Hospice, was our ʝrst 
speaker in July, and ND Hospice is my chosen charity this year. We made 
an excellent start to our fundraising at my Presidentɍs Tea, hosted at 
Tinaɍs home and remembering the 80th Anniversary of VJ Day.Thank 
you,Tina. This was followed by our annual quiz, raising more money for 
ND Hospice. Our September meeting speaker was Ann Jones who talked 
about her life as a Wren. 

In October Vice President Julie spoke about her 20 years in public 
service. We recycled and  collected 10 large suitcases of bed linen, 
clothes, materials and tools for tailoring and carpentry, to give to the 
pupils of The Park Community School, to take out to Kira Farm in 
Uganda, during their half term. 
      With growing membership, we have relocated to the Arlington Suite 
at the Barnstaple Hotel, providing a wonderful new space for our 
meetings. 
November highlighted a busy and 
charitable month. A quiz night hosted 
by our Secretary Jane Lowe raised 
funds for North Devon Hospice, 
alongside a coʜee morning organised by 
Liz Harris.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        Our International Service team 
prepared and delivered 39 shoeboxes 
and additional supplies to support 
communities in Moldova.   6 


