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Dear Friends 

At the time of writing six months of our Inner Wheel year have already gone, by the time you read this it will be 
nearly nine months which seems unbelievable as it only seems like yesterday that the year started and now it’s  
nearly finished! 
I have to say being District Chairman has to be the best job in Inner Wheel and I recommend you all think about  
taking on the role if you haven’t already done so. 
I am having great fun and loving every minute as I am sure all the Past District Chairmen have in previous years.  
Some of the highlights for me so far have been learning to play African Drums, meeting Reverend Richard Coles of 
Radio 2 and Strictly Come Dancing fame (he gave a really good sermon), having lunch in the building that was used in 
the Dambusters film (my husband’s favourite film), having lunch in the House of Commons in connection with the Air 
Ambulance and attending the launch of the new Children’s Air Ambulance but the best is coming to your Clubs,   
discovering everything you are doing and getting to know you a bit better especially those of you who don’t very 
often attend other events around the District. 
One of the things we all need to try and do is let other people know how much we do and how much fun we have 
doing it. I know it isn’t always easy to get publicity but perhaps we could start thinking of new ways to let people 
know what we have been up to or even re visit some of the old ways e.g. local newspapers, radio, Facebook etc. Has 
your meeting place got a page, will they put something on for you?  I know most of these things have been tried  
before but why not “have another go”, someone new might be in charge now. I’d love to hear of any ideas you have 
so they can be shared. 
Thank you to all those of you who attended the Carol Service, it was just a little bit different (no surprise there!) I 
hope you enjoyed it as much as I did. In a few weeks it will be our District Rally Day, a very special day in our          
calendar. I hope to see lots of you there but if you are reading this thinking you don’t even know what it is ask your 
fellow club members and I am sure they will explain. The event after that is Conference in Cardiff, a great chance to 
get to know your fellow club members a bit better, then it’s our Afternoon Tea at the Races charity fun afternoon,. 
Do try to come, dressed up with hats, gloves (not the winter kind!) and pearls and don’t forget your posh frock! An   
invitation has been sent to your club so see you there. 
 
Enjoy the rest of the year 
 

Linda 

A message from District 
Chairman Linda 
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This time I have decided to surround my ‘bit’ with pictures of  members in 
action. 
I hope that you will see some of these pictures on the screen at              
conference. There is some method here in that I am hoping that these 
pictures will encourage ALL of you to use those phones and cameras to 
take pictures of the myriad of things we do. I have not included the       
traditional pictures of coffee mornings, or out eating or the more formal 
charter pictures. I haven’t quite managed to avoid ladies in straight lines 
smiling at the camera, but I hope you will agree that they present a much 
more interesting picture of what Inner Wheel is about. 
Inner Wheel Clubs all over the country are seeking members to take office 
at both club and district level and as with every organisation this is an  
ongoing struggle. Members get older and many feel they have done their 
‘bit’ The only way we are going to improve this is by attracting more and 
younger members to our clubs. My aim with the magazine is to showcase 
what we do and this can only be achieved by letting the world at large 
know about us. Those of you with facebook can post pictures on the     
District 22 page likewise with Twitter or Instagram if you use them but 
more than anything else its what you say to your friends and family about 
Inner Wheel. 
If we as individual members are not enthusiastic about our clubs and   
organisation how can we expect others to join. I am one of the ‘new’ 
members I can only claim five years of membership and I joined because I 
wanted to put something back into the community that did not require 
me to risk life and limb leaping out of planes or climbing mountains and to 
which I could commit time and effort to fit in with my irregular family 
commitments. 
I also see it as place where I can meet like minded women and not have to 
defend my belief that equality does not mean men and women have to 
have access to everything. Inner Wheel is a safe place for women no 
matter who or what they are and I believe we should be shouting that 
from the roof tops.    Jacquie Chapman  Editor 
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Chesterfield Scarsdale 
President:  Lynda Wallace 
 
 In November Chesterfield Scarsdale celebrated 
their 33rd Charter Anniversary. We were ably      
entertained by L & A Vocals, who are Leisha and 
Ally, an Acapella Duo. They led us in a rousing sing-
along of well known songs, with everyone joining in.  
Leisha passed the microphone round, I'm just 
pleased she did not come to me!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ally, on the right, is also musical director of Dale 
Divas choir who won the Channel 5's “Don't Stop 
believing” contest back in 2007. Based in the      
Matlock/Cromford area of Derbyshire they are   
renowned for sharing their love of singing anytime, 
anyplace, anywhere.  
The following day, we held our second local walk 
followed by lunch at The Hollingwood Hub which is 
the sole remaining lock house on the Chesterfield 
canal. We were looking ahead to Christmas so at 
our November club meeting we thought of others 
less fortunate and contributed items to the local 
food bank. We look forward to the New Year with 
more fun, service and fellowship to follow.  
Sue Young 

Clay Cross 
President: Joan Hodgson 
 

December has been a very busy month. We had a 
Tombola Bag Stall at Clay Cross Christmas Fare. Some 
of us arrived early to set up the stall and when it was 

all done, it looked 
very colourful with 
bags of all 
shapes and sizes.  
There was a prize 
every time and we 
had sold out, well 
before the end of 
the event. A good 

sum was raised for charity. 
A few days later, we went to The Bluebell in North 
Wingfield for our Christmas meal. There was much 
fun and chatter as we exchanged cards and pulled 
crackers, before eating a hearty meal. We also had 
the joint Rotary and Inner Wheel Carol Service 
(shared with Alfreton) at Clay Cross. After listening to 
well-known readings and singing favourite carols, we 
served mince pies, shortbread and drinks to every-
one. 
Sue Glover 

Melbourne 
President: Rachel Cooper 
We have had a very busy Autumn arranging our Charter. Maureen Taylor joined us 
in her beautiful Tudor costume. Maureen told us about Tudor cosmetics and made 
us very pleased that we have lost lead soot and urine from our cosmetics.      
Christmas found us having another flower day where we made Christmas wreaths 
and two table decorations. Lots of fun and laughter a really good start to the fes-
tive season. For our Christmas meal we had a wonderful fuddle when we all pro-
vided something to eat and we had bingo crackers. Hence, we played a silly game 
of  bingo Noreen and Diann won the game and Noreen won the raffle, so a good 
night was had by all. It is so good to have Diann and Diana to swell our numbers 
and bring new ideas to one of the smallest clubs in the district. We are looking  
forward to 2019 with renewed vigour. 
Dianne Marriott. 

No report from  Long Eaton  this time. 
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Bolsover   

President: Jackie Atherton 

In the last few months the Bolsover club have had 
the privilege of being able to help a number of   
charities. We have also gained a new member of our 
club and are very excited for the new year! 

We donated to The Freedom Group, a project which 
offers financial support for people of the local    
community with low income and member Margaret 
Richards held a very successful Macmillan coffee 
morning with great cakes as usual!  

We also made 65 handmade personalised bags to 
send to children in an orphanage in Kerala, India. All 
members filled a handful of bags to go to specific 
children. 

A special mention to member Lyn Copper, ISO, who 
organised this project and carried it through         
successfully despite having an unfortunate            
accident... 

The most successful event this winter was the      
annual Santa Sledge held with the Bolsover Rotary 
Club. With street visits and outside shop collections 
we made a significant amount of money for new 
projects. The children also loved seeing Santa in the 
Christmas lantern parade.  

We look forward to many exciting events planned 
for the New Year including packing baby bundles to 
send to National Police Aid Convoys and holding 
events to grow our little club.  

Maureen Holmes 

Dronfield 
President: Janet Mills 
We celebrated our 35th Charter in October at our 
favourite venue Hassop hall and after a superb 
lunch, we were entertained by our guest         
speaker  who gave each table an old tool /
implement and we had great fun guessing what 
they were used for !!!! 
In November our president Janet and other     
members attended and enjoyed the District 
Meeting. Our vice president Eva along with some 
members attended the Remembrance Day service 
and laid the wreath for Inner Wheel. Our club also 
supported and enjoyed the Inner Wheel Club of 
Hallam's International event. 
In December we were very lucky to have the       
opportunity of decorating a Christmas tree in 
Dronfield's Parish Church to promote Inner Wheel, 
it looked great all dressed in hand made             
decorations in Inner Wheel colours and logo 
Our members Christmas meal and entertainment 
was a lovely festive occasion and a perfect end to 
2018. 
Hazel Smith 

Sherwood Forest 
President: Pat Naylor 
 

We invited Jay Shepherd from the Pituitary     
Foundation to explain this condition as past    
president Margaret Grimshaw suffers from this 
disease. There are 100,000 people in the U.K. who 
suffer with this disease It can can take up to six 
years to diagnose properly, as it affects sufferer’s 
bodies in different ways. Opticians can pick up on 
Pituitary tumours. Volunteers from the foundation 
help people with all these complex conditions but 
this is a small group with no Government funding 
and no fundraising in some areas. President Pat 
thanked Jay for his interesting and informative 
talk. 
Our Coffee Morning in November was a huge    
success at our new venue. District Chairman Linda 
Elkin paid our club a visit. President Pat thanked 
her for enlightening presentation interjected with 
humorous anecdotes. 
Club members manned Christmas stalls at Laxton 
and Tuxford and the year ended at President Pat’s 
for a festive lunch. 
Margaret Bentley 

News from all our Clubs 
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Heanor 

President: Di Sardesai 

In September several members paid a visit to Mr 
Blood’s Home in Mapperley Nottingham. A fascinating 
tour of the house and gardens was enjoyed by all. 

In October we visited Aqua Box and enjoyed seeing 
the work done by Rotary and Inner Wheel Volunteers.  

We welcomed Roz Bell from the Inner Wheel Club of     
Melbourne to our October meeting. She spoke of the    
history of the four family wedding dresses she 
brought with her. 

In November several members supported the British      
Legion, selling poppies in the local supermarket.   
President Di laid a wreath on behalf of the club again 
supported by several members. Following the church 
service coffee and mince pies were enjoyed at the 
home of Barbara Woods. 

We celebrated the club’s 73rd birthday party in       
November, at Morley Hayes. District Chairman Linda 
gave a brief outline of her life followed by a slide 
presentation by her husband Chris who spoke of his 
work with the Children’s Air Ambulance. It was a most 
enjoyable evening. 

The Christmas festivities started early for several 
members, who visited the Melbourne club for a     
flower arranging day. We came home with a beautiful 
door wreath and two table decorations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Past DC Rachel Cooper and Judith Rosser came to the 
Christmas meeting and demonstrated beautiful    
flower arrangements. The theme was the Nativity and 
the evening finished with mulled wine and festive 
food.  

In January we look forward to celebrating Inner 
Wheel Day at the home of Mrs June Gaunt. 

Sue Mukherjee 

News from all our Clubs 

Chesterfield 

President: Adrienne Handley 

Recently, it's been a busy time for the Inner Wheel Club 
of Chesterfield with lots of fun and fellowship.  
After our friendship meeting, we enjoyed a visit from 
District Chairman Linda, and, in October, Mick Bridge 
from the Royal British Legion spoke to us about how 
they were formed, and the work they do. We gave him 
a basket of poppies which had been hand made by club 
members.  
During October, we also had a very successful Harvest 
food collection for the local Women's Refuge. We were 
taken back in time when we visited a production of "So 
long, Farewell" which stirred emotions of the hardships 
of the Great War.   
Our games afternoon was a great success with lots of   
" Can you remember.......? "  
We manned a craft stall at St. Thomas' Church, and also 
decorated an Inner Wheel tree for the Christmas      
Extravaganza held at the Church. We were entertained 
at Edensor by Peak Performance, always a pleasurable 
experience, and we were thrilled by the exquisite    
decorations at Hardwick Hall, which was followed by an 
excellent meal at the Hardwick Inn.  
A day with Santa on his sleigh was followed by our 
Christmas lunch which we shared with Rotary and lots 
of special guests.  
The highlight of our Inner Wheel year has been the  
celebration of Sheila Johnson's 100th birthday. Not  
only did she receive a birthday card from the Queen, 
but also a presentation of a certificate from Inner 
Wheel to celebrate her 60 years as a member. We 
drank her health and were very happy to share this 
very special occasion with her. Well done, Sheila!  
Adrienne Handley 
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Mansfield 
President: Anne Lyons 
Beverley Artis, an experienced, professional flower 
demonstrator, enthralled us with her amusing       
anecdotes and the beautiful floral arrangements, 
which she made at our fundraising event “Christmas 
at Tiffany’s”, in aid of Rainbows Children’s Hospice 
and attended by just over 100 people.  We all         
appreciated Veronica Malkowski’s hard work in     
organising the delicious afternoon tea, while Jennifer 
Brackenbury made the attractive table arrangements 
and corsages.  

 

 
Veronica also kindly organised our Christmas      
Afternoon Tea Party at Morton’s Farm Tea Rooms.  
Sara Statham provided a Christmas quiz and        
Rosemary Wilson organised some party games.  It 
was a most enjoyable occasion with lots of laughter, 
fun and friendship. 
Kathy Winson and Carol Hyde Barker were the lucky 
winners of the two Christmas cakes, made and   
beautifully iced by Veronica. The proceeds from the 
raffle were donated to the very worthwhile charity 
NIDAS (Nottinghamshire Independent Domestic 
Abuse Services).   
Margaret Thomas 

Matlock                 
President:  Gill Oldroyd 
In September we had our annual coffee morning with Chesterfield Scarsdale, always an enjoyable and 
friendly occasion which has been taking place for over twenty years.  We celebrated our Charter in        
October with an afternoon tea. We were joined by District Chairman Linda.  At the November meeting we 
were entertained by a very talented group lady singers 'Another Dimension'. At our tombola stall at the 
Victorian Market on a very wet Saturday we raised money for Marie Curie Charity. 
For forty years many of our past and present members have been involved with ‘Matlock and District  
Talking News papers' as readers, editors, copiers and committee members. This has recently incorporated 
the Chesterfield area. We enjoy being involved with other local charities. 
Joan Orme 

Ashbourne 

President: Dinah Archer 

Our International meeting featured a 'pop-up'  
hospital in Nepal, run by our speaker, Anne 
Ford, a local lass whose hands-on experiences 
captivated her audience, and so produced a 
large donation to her charity. 

Another lively lady came in the shape of our      
District Chairman, Linda Elkin. Friendly and 
chatty, she urged us to make the most of our 
abilities by adapting our meetings to what suits 
us best, and enjoy, enjoy. 

Does everyone know about the Waitrose Green 
Token Scheme?  For the last two years at        
Christmas, our President, Dinah, has put the 
name of Inner Wheel forward and our local 
store has given us publicity which has swelled 
our coffers considerably. Take note everyone. 

St Oswald's Church, Ashbourne held a Festival 
of Angels this Christmas. Representing the  
Inner Wheel and Rotary Clubs of Ashbourne, 
one of our members produced this Angel Wall   
Hanging for the exhibition.  

Di Deighton. 
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Alfreton 
President: Penny Riggott 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

Our musical evening to raise funds for the main 
charity of the year – “Hearing Dogs for Deaf People” 
was a huge success and a generous sum was         
presented to Beryl Murdy, whose husband has the 
benefit of a dog after going deaf in later life. 
We were pleased to receive support from Alfreton 
Town Council in locating a suitable place for the 
Peace Rose and plaque. This took place on a chilly 
morning in November when our oldest member 
Dorothy Ward took part in the planting, supported 
by President Penny, Town Mayor Mary Kelly and 
members of the club.  
Bev Bunting. 

Wollaton Park 
President: Catherine Green 
We had a most enjoyable Charter, with District 
Chairman Linda Elkin, District Editor Jacquie 
Chapman and The President of Wollaton Park 
Rotary club Graham Hayes joining us to  
celebrate.   Judith Winwood from Beatfeet who 
runs drumming workshops provided a drum for 
all of us and lead us through some basic 
rhythms. 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
Our ISO Stella has been very busy bagging and 
delivering clothes, shoes, stationery so they 
could be sent to a rural school in Malawi. 
Seeing photos like this encouraged members of 
the club to fill Christmas Shoeboxes so that the 
club was able to send 21 boxes to the charity 
Children in Distress for their Christmas Shoebox 
Appeal. 
 Our Club has been involved in a diverse range of 
activities from learning about the work of Roger 
Summers a former Director of Forensic Services. 
On a beautifully sunny Autumn morning Jenny 
Seth’s dining room table was laden down with 
an assortment of cakes for her very successful 
MacMillan Coffee morning.   
Members visited Chatsworth to enjoy the deco-
rations and storytelling in the House, such a 

magical start to Christmas. 
Helen 
Thornhill New Members 

Patrizia Canova - Kirkby in Ashfield 
Val Layton Jennifer Bailey and Christine Barnett  - Retford 

Sara Platt - Mansfield 
Diana Griffiths -Ashbourne 

Karen Simpson -West Ashfield 
Melanie Millington -Sutton in Ashfield 

Cheryle Berry District- 22 
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Hucknall 
President:  Eileen Brown 
In October we had an interesting and amusing 
talk by local historian Maureen Newton on 
childhood games. Memories came flooding back 
of all those playground rhymes and songs that 
we skipped to and many others (some rather 
rude!) which we were able to recite after so 
many years.   
We also held a hugely successful Barn Dance, 
with wonderful pie and mushy pea supper, 
which raised a large amount of money for     
Cancer Research.    
November was another busy month with our 
annual Winter Warmer.  Over 100 people were 
treated to our delicious homemade soup and 
crumble  puddings. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
At President Eileen's request the event                  
commemorated 100 years since end of the 1st 
World War and the tables were set up in red, 
white and blue, with flags for the guests to wave 
and bunting on the walls. The choir from the 
local U3A led the entertainment and a good 
time was had by all.    

At the monthly meeting we were given a talk by          
representatives of our local Specsavers. Eileen 
herself suffers with Macular Degeneration and 
was keen for them to help everyone to under-
stand this  condition and how to take care of 
their precious eyesight.  
Vicky Moss 

Beeston                                                                        

President: Tricia Read 

The ‘Street Pastors’ came to talk to us about their 
work this autumn. They are a group of Christian    
volunteers who go into Nottingham city centre on 
Friday and Saturday evenings to offer help to anyone 
who may need it. We learned that mainly young  
people, who usually had an excess of alcohol or 
drugs were helped in a variety of ways. This may be 
handing out bottled water or a pair of flip-flops or 
chatting to them. Sometimes this may involve calling 
a taxi or in some cases an ambulance. We all agreed 
that this is an amazing service which takes great 
courage.  

A well known local man talked to us about his family 
history and his experiences growing up in the 
Beeston/Chilwell/Attenborough area. We learned 
that his great-grandfather was a frameknitter who, 
along with others, formed a co-operative which     
became ‘Hurts’ better known for making babies’ 
shawls for members of the royal family.  It is a little 
known fact that King George VI and the Queen   
Mother visited Chilwell Depot during WW2. The 
Queen Mother waved to him as he walked home 
from school. Neither his parents nor his school  
teacher believed him; it was years later when part of 
the Depot was sold for housebuilding that a plaque 
on a tree confirming that they had planted it on that 
visit and his story was confirmed!  

Pat Lowe 

Carlton 
President: Jen Crosby 
At the start of President Jen’s year we held a coffee 
morning for her charity. At our October meeting we           
welcomed District Chairman Linda who gave a very 
interesting talk reflecting on her time in Inner Wheel.  
Our own member Rosie talked to us with film show 
about her trip to Zambia - she surely had a fantastic 
time. Shoe boxes were collected in November.      
Several members with some husbands visited       
Renishaw Hall where we had an excellent guided tour 
followed by Christmas lunch. Instead of our annual 
Christmas tree we donated food to the local food 
bank.  
In December we joined with our Rotarians at their 
Christmas dinner held at Ramsdale Golf Club; a good 
evening was enjoyed by all 
Nora Clarke 

News from all our Clubs 



 

10 

In celebration of the beginning of another year and our commitment and service to International projects, the 
District Executive, Members of Inner Wheel Clubs in District 22 and invited guests gathered together for our     
annual International Rally .  
District Chairman Linda Elkin opened the Rally in a happy and humorous manner after being introduced as “ Vice 
Chairman “  by a member of the Hotel Staff !!! This set the scene for a very enjoyable afternoon.    
A warm welcome was then given by International Service Committee Chairman Marion Tasker, followed by the 
lighting of the International candle and lunch. 
Following the Loyal toast proposed by Natalie Perry, President of the Inner Wheel Club of Retford, ISCC Marion 
introduced her top table guests including  her guest Speakers from “Water for Kids”, Trustees Tom Jackson and 
Patrice Panella. This was followed by the Roll Call.  
Tom and Patrice gave a very interesting and informative talk on the background and continuous works of their 
charity.       
“Water for Kids“ is an environmental health charity  set up 20 years ago by a team of UK Environmental Health 
Officers working on a cholera project in Peru. Today, most projects are in Uganda, Tanzania and Zambia and are 
managed by their own environmental health professionals. The charity involves the community right from the 
start, working with village committees and involving them in the location and construction of water points.        
Villagers are trained in maintenance and repair works; and also ensure that systems are in place to encourage 
good hygiene practices.  
The building of latrines and the installation of tippy taps for hand washing enable communities to grow food both 
to eat and sell, which has led to the building of better homes and classrooms. With improved health and           
education, children are attending school more regularly and illnesses such as diarrhoea, cholera and worms are 
much reduced.  
Tom concluded his presentation by saying that the lives of 390,000 people in 154 countries have been             
transformed over the last 20 years due to the hard work of the charity.  Over half a million pounds has now been 
raised with 86 pence in every pound going directly to projects.      
“Water is life, without water there is no life.  For this reason, I am humbled that a project like yours comes to my 
community “.                                                                                                      Mayor of Chongwe, Zambia 
 
 The vote of thanks was given by Maureen Tunney, North Area Committee Member  
ISCC Marion thanked everyone for coming and also for their generosity in supporting the raffle which raised a 
wonderful amount to donate to the charity.   Light hearted stories in poetic fashion were her final words of the 
day. A fitting end to a very enjoyable afternoon. 
District Chairman Linda brought the Rally to a close by saying a sincere thank you to Marion and her team. 

DISTRICT 22 INTERNATIONAL RALLY       

30TH OCTOBER 2018 AT YE OLDE BELL HOTEL, RETFORD 
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Down 
1. Chores (5) 
2. Sincere (7) 
3. Outside (8) 
4. Respectful deference (6) 
5. Computer memory unit (4) 
6. Latin American dance (5) 
7. Diplomatic (7) 
12. Famished (8) 
13. Surreptitious (7) 
15. Brilliant musical passage (7) 
16. Bee house (6) 
18. Velocity (5) 
20. Measured portions of medicine (5) 
21. Celestial body (4) 

Across 
1. Topic (5) 
4. Environment (7) 
8. Layer (7) 
9. Soda water (5) 
10. Cheap passage (8) 
11. Sport (4) 
13. Six feet deep in water (6) 
14. Invalidate (6) 
17. Artifice (4) 
19. Glorious (8) 
22. Torpid (5) 
23. Quantities (7) 
24. Aged (7) 
25. Covers a wide area (5)  

Solution on Page 19 
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Kirkby in Ashfield 
Joint Presidents: Lynda Moor and Jean Moulson 
Members have enjoyed visits to other clubs, International Rally, Rotary Conference and the Carol Ser-
vice in December. In October we enjoyed a very tasty supper evening at Barbara William’s home. The 
69th Charter lunch at the Hostess on 24th October was very entertaining in more ways than one. Brett 
Wales, organist had us on our feet for his musical tour down the decades and Jean and Lynda’s double 
act with District Chairman Linda was worthy of an entertainment spot on its own. Freda Smith was  
delighted to receive her 40 years membership certificate.  
We supported the British Legion, organising the Poppy Appeal at Aldi 
and were represented by several members at the Cenotaph on      
Remembrance Sunday. 
Our fundraising efforts to supply a defibrillator for the Summit Centre 
received a welcome boost from the Diwali Night, superbly organised 
by President Lynda and her family together with help from the Singh 
family. 

Patrizia Canova who joined us in     
October has certainly proved her fundraising credentials by donating 
600 handmade crackers which we distributed to the Paediatric and 
Health Care of the Elderly wards at Kings Mill Hospital and to Orchard 
Primary School in December.  
Pre-Christmas events continued with a Mince Pie and Mulled Wine 
afternoon with Jacquie Hampshire. 

We were delighted to welcome DC Linda to our Christmas meeting and everyone      
enjoyed our mini panto Cinderella! 
We have continued our visits to garden centres and it’s been a pleasure to enjoy each 
other’s company away from the business side of the Club. 
Anne Jackson 

West Ashfield 
President: Kindy Sandhu 
In October the speaker was Sister Shirley King from the Clay Cross      
convent. She started her talk with “my sister and I had a discussion 
about what to wear, and we both decided on the same outfit!” (they 
were in their habits of course). She talked about St. Theresa’s          
Zibambeleni Project in Kwazulu Natal in South Africa and showed      
photos.  The work started in 1966 during the apartheid era, starting to 
feed five children who were begging for food as their mother was dying. 
By the end of 1994 they were feeding and caring for ninety children.  In 
2010 a new convent was established with local women becoming nuns. 
They aim to be self-sufficient and they teach the village women the skills 
they need to grow vegetables and to sew clothing. Now most children 
have school uniforms, and their homes are improving.  
In December we had a ‘visit’ from the District Chairman and it was good 
to welcome her home and have a chance to catch up. We had our crafty 
make and ended the year well fed and in good spirits.  
Alison Redshaw 
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News from all our Clubs 

Sutton in Ashfield 
President: Joan Broughton 
With President Joan leading from the front, we 
have enjoyed a busy time since our August 
break, with many activities taking place as well 
as our usual meetings. 
September saw a group visiting the Mercia    
Marina to enjoy shopping before lunch, followed 
by a cruise along the canal.  
Our fund raising was greatly helped by a most       
successful coffee morning held at the home of    
member Josie Senior - many thanks to everyone 
who helped and especially to Josie for her hard 
work. 
Close ties with Rotary continued with a joint visit 
to the Theatre at Averham and the help we gave 
Santa on his Sleigh in December. 
We now look forward to our big fundraising 
Concert on 13th April when the Major Oak Pop 
Choir (including several of our members)         
perform at the Ravenshead Village Hall - all are 
welcome with funds being raised for Surestart. 
Sue Fensome  

Ravenshead  
President: Susie Parry Williams 
The club was pleased to celebrate their 22nd Charter in 
October which was hosted at Oscars with the District      
Chairman in attendance and entertainment provided 
by the very talented Dawn Bex.  
November welcomed The Chairman of Blood Bikes 
Alex Davidson to our club meeting to give a        
presentation on the amazing work that this charity 
undertakes. This is one of the charities that we are 
supporting this year and it was really nice to meet 
Alex and hear about how the contributions we make 
go towards making a difference to others lives and 
supporting the wonderful work of the charity.   
In December we had our Christmas meeting and went 
for a lovely evening at Refined which is the restaurant 
in West Nottinghamshire College. It was a lovely    
venue with the added benefit of supporting the      
development of young   people as they enter  into the 
world of hospitability and catering.  
Sarah Peacock 



 

14 

As a district we focus a lot on friendship but one of our objectives refers to encouraging the ideals of 

personal service. Every year each club correspondent fills in a home service report, which the district 

editor then collects and collates, sending the summary to the Association editor. She in turn collates all 

the district reports and  presents her report to the annual conference. 

Instinctively we all know that we help and contribute a good deal to charities and our communities but 

do any of us really understand how far Inner Wheel actually reaches, and how much we actually     

contribute. 

In the 2017 -2018  year District 22 raised a total of £43,941 for charity, of which £4005 went to past 

Association President Liz’s Children’s hospices appeal, £3508 went to past District Chairman Vera’s 

Young Carers charity, £16,150 went to national charities and £21,673 went to a myriad of local       

charities. 

District 22 Members 

Maintain war memorials 

and help in gardens 

District 22 Members 

Are on parish councils, they 

help at services  and fundraise  

District 22 Members 

Donate generously  to appeals, food 

banks, collect toys,  make up moses 

baskets and much more 

District 22 Members 

Are trustees for hospices 

and schools  
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As you can see Inner Wheel extends into very many different parts of our communities and we have 

here an opportunity for all our volunteering members to encourage other ladies to join us for the 

friendship and to gain more help for the charity or organisation they serve.   

The society in which we live legislates to keep everyone safe but this in turn discourages many from 

taking part. By making more of the links and friends we already have we should be able to actively 

take part in much more. A helping hand from another volunteer will take us through the rules. They in 

turn may find we have much to offer them and their friends. 

 

District 22 Members  

Donate Blood 

District 22 Members 

Help in schools with      

reading and other activities 

District 22 Members 

Volunteer in hospitals and 

hospices  visiting the sick  

and driving patients to and 

District 22 Members 

Volunteer with many national 

charities and organisations 

District 22 Members 

Work with the Royal British 

Legion groups making and 

selling poppies 
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For Your Garden: 
 
Plant three rows of peas 
 Peace of mind 
 Peace of heart 
 Peace of soul 
Plant four rows of squash 
 Squash gossip 
 Squash indifference 
 Squash grumbling 
 Squash selfishness 
Plant four rows of lettuce 
 Lettuce be faithful 
 Lettuce be kind 
 Lettuce be patient 
 Lettuce love one another 
No garden is without turnips 
 Turnip for meetings 
 Turnip for service 
 Turnip to help one another 
To complete our garden we must have thyme 
 Thyme for each other 
 Thyme for family 
 Thyme for friends 
Water freely with patience and cultivate with 

love  
There is much fruit in your garden because 

you reap what you sow 
 
 

Retford 
President: Natalie Perry 
We welcomed District Chairman Linda  to our meeting in 
September. Later in the month a cheque was given to 
‘Breast Cancer Now’. 
October brought our Charter celebration where we 
learned about Alzheimer's Research. 
We raised money for a tree and plaque at the beginning 
of November, when our club chose to remember the  
centenary of the end of the First World War by having a 
short tree planting service. Members came together to 
show gratitude to those who had served and to those 
who were left behind. We chose a theme of the women’s 
role, remembering the inspiration of our founder,      
Margarette Golding, who was a nurse throughout and to 
the change in attitude towards women’s capabilities as a 
result of the women who served and who worked at 
home. A poem was read about those left behind after 
loss and those present added soil to the tree in memory 
of their own loved ones. 
Our International work has led to two successful Market 
stalls raising funds to provide toilets by Flush away     
Poverty and Water for Kids. We continue to support the 
Food Bank and we also raised funds for Santa for a Senior 
which helps local lonely people. We took part in the local 
Tree and Star Festivals. We packed shoe boxes for the 
Women’s Refuge. 
We have welcomed Val Layton as a new member and 
sadly report the loss of Kathleen Wallwin who passed 
away peacefully at the age of 96. She was an enthusiastic 
member in her time. 
Joce McGarvey 

 
From the 100th edition of  

News in 22 by Pam McConnell 



 

17 

Bingham 
President: Anita Indcox 
Member Josie Henson invited us to her home in July 
for a soup and dessert lunch, which was combined 
with the handover meeting.  
At the next two meetings we learned about the 
Nottinghamshire recycling plant, how the machinery 
sorts various types of materials and what not to put 
in our bins.  
Then Harvey Dennett talked to us about his           
experiences and challenges of being a prison officer. 
October was charter time where our speaker Jo  
Golby told us about her experiences as a tour guide 
at Warwick Castle including ghosts.  
The end of 2018 saw us raising funds at President 
Anita’s soup kitchen and our Christmas lunch was 
very different as it was held at a Chinese Restaurant. 
An event to publicise local organisations saw two of 
our members promoting our Inner Wheel Club. 
Barbara Biddle 

Swadlincote 

President: Di Hylton 
John Towns was our speaker in October, and he 
gave a great talk on the changing faces of the driving 
regulations over the years. He talked about the    
driving test and test centres, the different legislation 
regarding driving and how things have improved 
over the years. 

At our November meeting the speaker was Kate   
McLaughlin from the Fire Service, who gave us a 
very interesting talk on all aspects of fire safety. She 
described her role within the community, of how 
they found and helped vulnerable people to be fire 
safety conscious. 

In December Rachel Cooper was our guest speaker 
at our Christmas meal and she gave the Christmas 
message through flower arranging. She used     
different flowers to show the Three Wise Men,             
the Nativity scene and the angel and shepherd.    
Rachel gave all her lovely flower arrangements as 
raffle prizes. 

Pam Ratcliffe 

Keyworth and Ruddington 
President: Rosemary Garrett 
At our October meeting we had an excellent thought-provoking talk on Parkinson’s Disease by Stephen 
Johns. As a sufferer himself he was able to give us all an insight into the day to day challenges caused by the 
disease and how he, with help from his wife, was able to cope. Later in the month we held a fundraising     
Beetle Drive with Harvest Supper at the St Peters Rooms in Ruddington.  This was not only fun and enjoyable 
but raised a goodly sum for President Ruffy‘s charities. 
In November we had a talk entitled ‘Trekking to Everest Base Camp’ by Colin Russel and later in the month we 
had International ‘s main fund raiser which was a luncheon and fashion show. This was very well attended by 
members and other ‘Ladies who Lunch’ and was most successful. 
In December the Club supported the Ruddington Christmas Fair and held a 
raffle of beautifully made up baskets from donations by members. 
Our December meeting was graced by the Wolds Choir who sang a magical 
collection of old familiar and newer less well-known carols. This was       
followed by mulled wine and mince pies. The picture shows President 
Ruffy, who sings with the choir, with their leader Richard Thomas.  
Our year was completed with the traditional Inner Wheel and Rotary Carol 
Service at St Peters’ Church in Widmerpool, again with mulled wine and  
delicious mince pies made by members. 
Yvonne Rix 

News from all our Clubs 

Experience is what you get  
when you didn’t get what you wanted 
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The Children’s Air Ambulance began in 2012. After a lot of hard work, dedication and passion they 
began to transfer specialist paediatric teams to treat seriously ill children. This national service is the 
first and only dedicated helicopter transfer service for critically ill children – a flying intensive care 
unit. 
In May 2013 they transferred the first baby to the emergency surgery he needed. They transported 
Theo to the care he so very badly needed in only 15 minutes, a journey that could have taken up to 
an hour by road. Since then they have gone on to achieve over 300 missions! 
The Children’s Air Ambulance is dedicated to helping children all across the UK get to the care and 
support they need. Fast. In fact, they can get children to the care they need four times faster than if 
they were to go by road. 
The charity does not receive any government funding and provides all their services free of charge. 
They are driven by first class professionals, supported by a small army of volunteers and rely entirely 
on the generous donations of the public to fund their work. 
As they are not supported by government funds they rely on the kindness of people like us to        
donate to help keep them flying. 
If your Club would like a talk about The 
Children’s Air Ambulance giving you 
the most up to date  information then 
please contact Chris Elkin on            
chriselkin215@gmail.com  

District Chairman Linda’s Charity 
The Children’s Air Ambulance 

mailto:chriselkin215@gmail.com
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Warsop 
President: Ruth Riches 
We had a great Christmas and New Year and 
hope you all have too. After our 46th Charter 
in November, we went straight in to the Christ-
mas season with the Christmas Market. This 
year we had Charlie Brown from Millside Radio 
interviewing our Chairman Linda and President 
Ruth as she presented Tom, Manager of the 
Chatsworth Ward from the Mansfield        
Community Hospital with a simply designed 
dementia clock.   
Full throttle in to December attending the 
Shed Christmas Market providing teas and 
coffees quickly followed by our Christmas 
meeting at a local restaurant.  
Finally we held our annual flower arranging 
day on 11th December, where Sue and     
Christine demonstrated two arrangements.   
With World Inner Wheel Day we sprang in to 
January decorating slate hearts. All that       
remains is to ask you to save the date for our 
2nd President’s Charity Ball on 24 May. 
Ruth Riches   

Church Wilne  
Joint Club Presidents: Andrea Tew & Paula 
Beenham 
During the last few months, club highlights have included 
a prosecco afternoon tea, a visit to Highclere Castle 
(“Downton Abbey”), and a trip to the cinema to see 
“Mamma Mia Here We Go Again”. 
A tour of the BBC Nottingham studios saw nine of our   
members posing on the ”East Midlands Today” (local 
news programme) sofa . . . 

 
We (wo)manned the refreshment tent at the annual  
Rotary Horse Ride, raising a significant amount of money 
for charity . . . 
 

  
We also donated a cheque for an Aquabox – this          
provides a simple method of providing safe drinking    
water and welfare aid items 
in areas of the world suffer-
ing from natural disasters, of 
which sadly, there have 
been many this year. 

 
In November, we enjoyed a craft evening, decorating 
Christmas baubles.  
Coming up in February 2019, one of our joint Presidents, 
Andrea Tew, is climbing Mount Kilimanjaro in Tanzania, 
with Church Wilne Rotary joint President Andy            
Cartwright, to raise money for Derby Mountain Rescue, 
Breast Cancer Care and the NSPCC. If you would like to 
support Andrea and Andy’s fund raising, follow the link 
below for more details. 
https://mydonate.bt.com/fundraisers/aaclimbkili 
 
Jane Page 

Basic Aquabox  before  

welfare items are added 
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Diary 2019  

January 

8th Wollaton Park Club Visit 

9th Keyworth and Ruddington Club 

Visit 

  

February 

5th Swadlincote Club Visit 

7th Ravenshead  Club Visit 

15th Alfreton Charter 

March 

5th Bingham Club Visit  

6th District Meeting Postmill       

 Centre 

10
th

 Hucknall Charter 

11th Long Eaton Charter 

13th Carlton Charter 

18th Melbourne Club Visit 

19th  Sutton in Ashfield Charter 

April 

8th – 11th  Inner Wheel Annual 

       Conference Cardiff 

May 

16th Heanor Charter 

21st Sherwood Forest Charter 

(Closed) 

23rd  Charity Afternoon Tea 

The Derbyshire Hotel 

June  

2nd Chesterfield Charter 

5th Swadlincote Charter 

8th District Meeting 

     Church Wilne Charter 

12th Mansfield Charter 

13th Keyworth and Ruddington 

July 

Looking forward to  

District Chairman Elect Anne Lyons year 


